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great job. He really is. And he said he’s down
there—somebody said he was fishing with
him recently. So when you see him again,
tell him to get back to work. [Laughter]

Finally, I want to say something about the
judiciary. I've had no stronger ally than Orrin
Hatch in making sure that we appoint judges
who know the difference between being a
judge and a legislator. One of my most im-
portant responsibilities is to make sure we
have people on the Federal bench who strict-
ly interpret the Constitution and not use the
bench from which to legislate. And I had the
honor of naming two members of the Su-
preme Court—and I took my time, and I
looked at a lot of good folks, and I came up
with some fine names. And thanks to the sup-
port and leadership of Senator Orrin Hatch,
Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Sam
Alito now sit on the bench, and the United
States is better off for it.

He just told me, if I didn’t end, he’s going
to make me listen to one of his songs.
[Laughter] Actually, the man has got some
talent. [Laughter] And he’s a great song-
writer but not as good a Senator—as he is
a Senator. And that’s saying a lot. You've got
a fine man in the United States Senate in
Orrin Hatch. He’s decent; he’s honorable; he
gets the job done. I thank you for supporting
him. Send him back to Washington, and Utah
and America will benefit—continue to ben-
efit from his service.

I thank you for the warm welcome here.
It's been such a joy to come back to your
beautiful State. May God bless you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the
Grand America Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., of Utah, and his
wife, Mary Kaye; Joseph A. Cannon, chairman,
Utah Republican Party; LaVar Christensen, can-
didate for Congress in Utah’s Second Congres-
sional District; former President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, found-
er of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior Al
Qaida associate; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, com-
batant commander, U.S. Central Command; and
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan.
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Message on the Observance of Labor
Day

September 1, 2006

I send greetings to those celebrating Labor
Day 2006.

America is the most innovative Nation in
the world because our free enterprise system
unleashes the talent and creativity of our peo-
ple. American workers are vital to our Na-
tion’s economic prosperity, and they help us
confront the competitive challenges of the
global marketplace.

My Administration remains committed to
fostering an environment where innovation
succeeds and opportunity thrives. Since Au-
gust 2003, our economy has created more
than 5.7 million jobs, and manufacturing pro-
duction has risen 5.6 percent in the last year.
Our economic expansion is lifting the lives
of millions of our citizens, and we will con-
tinue to work toward developing sound eco-
nomic polices that keep our economy moving
forward and create more jobs for American
workers.

Each year on Labor Day, we recognize the
dedicated men and women of our Nation’s
workforce. By working hard each day, these
highly-skilled individuals build better lives
for themselves and their families and make
America stronger.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this
special occasion.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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